THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
his patch of neutrality had turned out as disastrous as
he could have feared: trying to combine one's life with
that of someone else ended inevitably in failure.
Further he found that it had a deplorable effect on his
character. Under the unprecedented strain imposed
by the intimacy of married life, his naturally hot tem-
per broke through the smooth surface under which he
had, since childhood, managed to conceal it. Caroline
began the rows; but, once his patience was exhausted,
William raged even more violently than she did. Lack
of control shocked his most sacred convictions: each
time he lost his temper he apologized to her in horror-
stricken remorse. But he began to find out that he
could not restrain himself except by avoiding the
occasion of anger; and that the only way to do this
was to keep out of Caroline's way. By 1810 their
relationship had insensibly slipped on to a new footing.
They still had jokes in common, still wrote and talked
to one another about books and politics. But they
went their own ways; each had begun elsewhere than
in the other to seek his chief satisfaction in life.
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